[Medical transportation of Congolese children by the Foundation "Terre des hommes" Netherlands (1989--1998)].
We report the 10 year assessment of collaboration with the Foundation "Terre des hommes" concerning the medical transfer in the Netherlands of 41 children carrying pathologies which couldn't be treated or operated on in Brazzaville. The average age was 3 years and 6 months old (extremes: 2 months - 15 years). 33 non-cyanotic cardiopathies dominated by ventricular septal defect (VSD) (n = 10) and 11 cyanotic cardiopathies among them the tetralogy of Fallot (n = 5) were admitted. The other pathologies were respectively: osseous (n = 3), vesical (n = 2), pulmonary tumoral, ophthalmic in 1 case. The surgery consisted in a complete repair in 19 cases, palliative in 9 cases. Two children proved to be inoperable. Eight other extra-cardiac pathologies had a specific surgery for each case. The average stay in the Netherlands was 1 month 13 days (extremes: 1 - 12 months). The evolution was favourable for 35 children all pathologies included. Four deaths occurred in the Netherlands and 2 in Congo. The organization of the technology transfer would be probably a better choice in the future.